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SOCIAL SCENE

Debut author
from La Quinta
By John Smith

KAREN MILLIE-JAMES was
born in North London to a father who had escaped Germany
with the kindertransport in
1939, and a mother who was a
talented window dresser and
designer.
Having studied business and
languages at the University of
Westminster she founded her
international business consultancy practice in 1993 and is
widely recognised as an expert
in the corporate field.
Karen now lives in the Buckinghamshire countryside with
her husband and their three
dogs. She still works full-time
in her business but the remainder is spent writing, playing
tennis, going to the theatre,
travelling and having quality
time with her daughter who is a
professional performer. ‘The
Shadows Behind Her Smile’ is
her first novel.
She is a regular visitor to the
Costa del Sol, as she and her
husband own a villa in La
Quinta, above San Pedro and
Marbella where she wrote a lot
of her book over a two-year period, and she has been in regular demand on local radio and
TV channels.
Like many authors, she is
self-published, but unlike many,
this determined business
woman hasn’t just sat back and
hoped that sales would happen
but went out and set up her own
publishing company ‘King of
the Road’ and, with a good
publicist and a great deal of
chutzpah, then obtained a sales
company, distributor and warehouse facility for the 5,000
books she had printed.

KAREN: Is a selfpublished author and
business consultant.

She is a
regular visitor
to the Costa del
Sol, as she and
her husband
own a villa in
La Quinta.”

Her first novel is of course
stocked by Amazon but more
importantly is in store in WH
Smith and Waterstones, plus a
number of independent bookstores including Bookworld in

Puerto Banus.
The book itself focuses on
corporate forensic specialist,
Cydney Granger, who, when
she hears the crunch of tyres on
her driveway, knows her husband is dead. After all, Captain
Steve Granger had barely left
for Afghanistan when she’d had
the first premonition.
Although Cydney is a psychic medium, she’s disturbed
by her inability to connect with
Steve. But when she’s contacted by recently deceased Ray
Gordon he agrees to help her,
on one condition.

Can she put a stop to his
brother’s greed and corruption
and ensure Ray’s family get the
inheritance they deserve?
Sean O’Connell, Steve’s former sergeant, had promised he
would always protect Cydney
in the event of Steve’s death.
But when a client asks her to
investigate the scrupulous activities of two high-powered
businessmen, and George Edwards appears on the scene intent on pursuing her, Sean finds
himself out of his depth.
From the heart of Cydney’s
corporate world in London to
the ruins of war-torn Damascus, men will do whatever it
takes to achieve their goals.
Can Cydney come out of this
unscathed, and, after four years,
is she ready to let Steve go?
All of this is revealed in ‘The
Shadows Behind Her Smile’
and Karen is now in the middle
of her second Cydney Granger
story which she hopes will
eventually be part of a TV series.

Mr Henderson’s Railway
CAPTAIN Louis Lombard, John Morrison and Sir Alexander Henderson
were involved in a feat of British engineering unequalled in Spain in the
19th c e ntury, c re a ting a ga ins t a ll
odds, and Spanish government resistance, a railway line from Algeciras to
R onda through s ome of the mos t

rugged country in the Iberian Peninsula.
British steel, British rolling stock,
British-style countryside stations,
even the point levers set in the platforms and the wrought iron canopy
bra c ke ts w e re m anuf act ur ed i n
Britain.

Today you can not only travel the
line, you can stay at a comfortable hotel at each end, also built by the enterprising trio. Read the full story in ‘Mr
Henderson’s Railway - Algeciras to
Ronda by Train’ researched and written by Nick Nutter, especially for the
curious traveller.

